206              THE   QUEEN   AND    MR.    GLADSTONE            [1882
The Queen hears that the Treasury have behaved in a liberal
manner about the Pictures and trusts that a similar liberality
may be extended to the Books.
895              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 329-30.)
OSBORNE. August 24. 1882.
The Queen commands me to ask you if you think she can say
anything to mark her disapproval of the dangerous Alpine excur-
sions which this year have occasioned so much loss of life.
896  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 330.)
IWERNE MINSTER. 25^ August. 1882.
I do not wonder that the Queen's sympathetic feelings have
again been excited by the accidents, so grave in character and so
accumulated during recent weeks on the Alps. But I doubt the
possibility of any interference even by Her Majesty, with a
prospect of advantage. It may be questionable whether upon the
whole mountain climbing (and be it remembered that Snowdon
has its victims as well as the Matterhorn) is more destructive
than various other pursuits in the way of recreation with per-
haps no justification to plead so respectable as that which may be
alleged on behalf of mountain expeditions. The question, however,
is not one of wisdom or unwisdom, but viewing it as you put it,
upon its very definite and simple grounds, I see no room for
action. My attempt at yachting came to grief, and the chance of
renewing it is small.
897  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
Aug. 28. 1882.
Mr. Gladstone humbly offers his congratulations to Your
Majesty on the Duke of Connaught's personal safety, and pro-
fessional distinction : and he can well conceive Your Majesty's
satisfaction with the success thus far vouchsafed to British arms
in Egypt.1
1 The Duke of Connaught commanded the Brigade of Guards in Egypt.